
Psalm 135: Israel, God’s treasured possession



This is an invitation to the assembly to praise the 
Lord,  the  Creator  and  Liberator  of  his  people, 
Israel. The lack of any mention of a king suggests 
it  is  post-exilic.  It  abounds  in  quotations  and 
traditional statements of faith. 

Praying it as Christians we think of the risen Jesus; 
his power in creation (see John 1:3) and in liberation 
(see Matthew 28:18).

Psalm 135 (134)   (Mode 2.  5….31 / 4……32)



‘He was declared to be Son of  God with power 
according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection 
from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord’(Romans 1:4). 

‘He must  reign  until  he  has  put  all  his  enemies 
under his feet’(1Corinthians 15:25).



Praise the Lord,
O servants of the Lord,
you who stand in the house of the Lord, 
in the courts of the house of our God.

Praise the Lord who is good; 
sing a psalm to our loving Lord, 
for the Lord has chosen Israel,
as a treasured possession. segullah - h∂l¨g√s

‘If you obey my voice and keep my covenant, you 
shall  be  my  treasured  possession  out  of  all  the 
peoples’(Exodus 19:5).



‘You are a people holy to the Lord your God; The 
Lord  your  God  has  chosen  you  out  of  all  the 
peoples on earth to be his people, his treasured 
possession’(Deuteronomy 7:6 and 14:2).

‘Today the Lord has obtained your agreement: to be 
his  treasured  people,  as  he  promised  you,  and  to 
keep his commandments’(Deuteronomy 26:18). 

‘They  shall  be  mine,  says  the  Lord  of  hosts,  my 
special possession on the day when I act, and I will 
spare them as parents spare their children who serve 
them’(Malachi 3:17).



I know the Lord is great; 
our Lord, the greatest of the gods.

‘Now I know that the Lord is greater than all gods.’
(Jethro - Exodus 18:11)

Whatever God wills God does, 
in heaven and on earth, and in the depths of the sea.



‘He makes the mist rise from the ends of the earth. 
He makes lightnings for the rain, and he brings out 
the wind from his storehouses’(Jeremiah 10:13).

‘The Lord struck down all the first born in the land 
of Egypt’(Exodus 12:29).

God summons the clouds 
from the ends of the earth; 
releasing lightning and rain, 
and wind from its storehouse.

God struck down the first born of Egypt, 
humans and animals alike;
sending signs and wonders into your midst, O Egypt, 
against Pharaoh and all his servants.



God struck down many nations 
and killed mighty kings,
Sihon, king of the Amorites, 
Og, king of Bashan, and all the kings of Canaan.

God gave their land to Israel 
for them to possess.

Your name, Lord, endures for ever, 
your renown, throughout all ages.
You vindicate your people, 
and have compassion on your servants.

‘The  Lord  will  vindicate  his  people,  and  have 
compassion on his servants’(Deuteronomy 32:36).



The gods of the nations are silver and gold, 
the work of human hands.
They have mouths, but they do not speak; 
eyes, but they do not see;
ears, but they do not hear, 
nostrils, but they do not breathe.

Those who make them become like them, 
as do all who trust them.



House of Israel, bless the Lord! 
House of Aaron, bless the Lord!
House of Levi, bless the Lord! 
You that revere the Lord, bless the Lord!

Blessed from Zion be the Lord, 
who resides in Jerusalem. 


